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Historical Background

Salem business leader Powell H. Huff (1793-1884) built Monterey about 1853, according to tax
records and other sources. Huff’s involvement in the business and civic life of Salem-the
antebellum market center and county seat of Roanoke County--dates at least back to 1831 when
he served on the board of the town’s male academy. In 1849 Huff was a town trustee, and three
years later he was an officer or major investor with the Bank of Roanoke in Salem. Court
records from 1855 shed additional light on his many and varied activities. With Adolphus E.
Huff he comprised the firm of Huff & Company, with another partner he comprised Huff &
Thomas, and he was full or part owner of two brick store buildings and two frame offices in
Salem’s downtown as well as a tobacco factory. According to the census of 1850, his real estate
holdings amounted to $7,300 and he possessed ten slaves.'

Huffs success in business allowed him to purchase considerable real estate in and around Salem.
In the early 1850s he owned several parcels adjoining the town, ranging from one to nearly
seventy acres in size, and the 1853 county land book records a $1,500 improvement to one of
them, a substantial figure commensurate with the construction of a residence of Monterey’s size
and refinement. The ca. 1853 date is substantiated by an 1866 description of Salem from which

' Middleton, Salem, 60, 69 and 70; Roanoke County Deed Book E, p. 305; and 1850 census.
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it is known that Monterey was built between 1849 and about 1855. William McCauley, in a letter
to his brother describing Edward Beyer’s painting of Salem, completed about 1855, wrote: "A
large building a little to the right of the centre of the picture and setting prominently on a hill
was built by Powell Huff . . . It is the most attractive location in Salem. This hill was when you
left {in 1849] a cultivated field.™

The Beyer painting provides detailed information on Monterey and its surroundings shortly after
construction. Major features of the house such as its cruciform plan and portico were in place,
as was the rear dependency. Features now missing included a two-story frame section tucked into
the home’s northeast corner, replaced by a late-nineteenth-century brick addition; a white
weatherboarded outbuilding--probably a meathouse or kitchen--that stood near the present
driveway on the east side of the house until it was demolished in the 1920s; and a set of green-
painted shutters that apparently survive incorporated into the porch of the rear dependency. A
walkway linked the front portico to Clay Street, which was bordered by a whitewashed board
or picket fence. Also depicted was the Tanyard House at the southeast corner of the present
property on Williams Branch. Land book records suggest this dwelling was built about 1852,
presumably as a rental unit or as housing for one of Powell Huff’s slaves or employees. (The
house later developed an association with an adjoining tannery.) The Monterey house itself was
occupied by Huff, his wife Eliza Ann (1812-85), and several of the couple’s seven or morc
children. No sooner had Powell Huff completed his fine home than a business reversal forced
him to place it into the hands of trustees. Salem hostler Henry H. Chapman acquired the property
in 1862, and in 1864 the house and 2.5 acres were sold to Chapman’s daughter Columbia Palmer
(1841-1910) as a consequence of the settlement of her father’s estate.’

The Tanyard House was acquired by Salem merchant Robert Stevens, who sold it in 1862 to
Henry Chapman’s son Flavius Josephus Chapman. F. J. Chapman operated a tanyard next to the
house in 1870. Described as the Chapman & Parrish Tannery in the census of that year and as
the "Chapman Tan Yard" in period deeds, the tannery employed four male hands in the
production of $6,012 worth of leather in 1870, The other half of the partnership was Jacob
Parrish, who with another associate, John W. Harveycutter, later acquired the operation. In
Sanborn maps of 1898 and 1903 the enterprise appears as "Harveycutter’s Tannery,” with

[
* Roanoke County land books; Kern and Beckett, "Monterey. "

* Beyer painting; Roanoke County land books; survey forms for Monterey; and 1850 census.
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tanning vats, a bark shed and mill, a lime shed, and a leather finishing building on the premises.
The tanyard closed between 1903 and 1908 and its buildings disappeared over the following
years. The Tanyard House was acquired by Roanoke County farmer Christian Wertz in 1876,
but it is not known whether Wertz and his family occupied the dwelling or what if any
association Wertz had with the tannery. The dwelling presumably served as a tanyard worker
residence at some point in its existence owing to its close proximity to the tannery buildings--
approximately thirty-five feet away according to later Sanborn maps--as well as the fact that the
tanyard was described in 1875 as having been "heretofore attached” to the house lot, and because
of the likelihood that the equipment, hides, and other materials associated with the tannery would
have needed to have been guarded by a watchman who could have conveniently lodged in the
house.*

Columbia Palmer, her husband John H. Palmer, and the couple’s family lived at Monterey for
a number of years before selling the property to Mrs. L. L. Monteiro in 1871. (Salem historian
Woody Middleton has speculated that there may be a connection between Mrs. Monteiro and the
name Monterey, although the house could just as likely have been named after the Mexican War
engagement at Monterey, which occurred several years before its construction.) In 1885 the
property was acquired by Sarah J. McFarland (d. 1910), who resided there with her sister
Evaline (or Emmeline) Tompkins (d. 1916) until her death. A third sister, Patsy Wells, was
married to Roanoke College professor S. Carson Wells—a connection that may explain Tompkins
and McFarland’s business interest in Monterey, located as it was across the street from Roanoke
College among other residences that doubled as boarding houses.’

Soon after acquiring Monterey, McFarland and Tompkins expanded their boarding business to
accommodate guests from the Deep South who preferred Salem’s cool mountain summers to the
heat and fever of their home states. Summer accommodations at springs resorts, small town
hotels, and private residences proliferated in the mountains of Virginia during the period. A
summertime photograph of Monterey, taken about 1890, shows members of the Hardy family

r

* Roanoke County land books and Deed Book E, p. 305, Deed Book F, p. 788, and Deed
Book J, pp. 121, 196 and 268; 1870 census; and Sanborn maps.

J

* 1880 and 1900 censuses; Roanoke County Deed Book H, p. 428; survey files; Middieton

collection; and photograph (with caption) of Monterey in the Fowler Collection, Roanoke
College Library.
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house, the large porch and shrub-covered lawn, together with the companionship of Mr. and
Mrs. Price, make the ‘“Monterey’ the ideal home for the fraternity. " The fraternity brothers added
their own touch to the interior several weeks later when they hosted a Halloween house warming
in their new lodgings. "The lower floor of the building," wrote the school paper, "was very
tastefully decorated with cats, witches, pumpkins, skeletons, candles and black and gold crepe
paper streamers—all symbols of Halloween. The soft yellow lights and the mellow glow of the
big open fireplace created a romantic atmosphere which few could resist.” The fireplace
mentioned was probably the one in the dining room, which the fraternity used as its chapter hall.
The members lodged in the rooms that had been framed up between the main house and
dependency. In 1924 Roanoke College’s Omega Beta Chi chapter was accepted into the Kappa
Alpha fraternity.*

In 1925 the Prices sold Monterey to Charles Allen Albert, and the new owner, his wife Emma
Virginia Ryan Albert, and couple’s three daughters moved in. Katherine A. Burke, one of the
daughters and the current owner of the property, recalls that her father essentially swapped
houses with the Prices, who went to live in the former Albert home in Shawsville, Virginia. At
the time C. A. Albert was a highway grading contractor and president of Albert Brothers
Contractors, Inc., which included his brothers Lewis and Atrchie Albert. "We move the
mountains,” claimed the company motto. Albert Brothers operated in Virginia and the adjoining
states of West Virginia, Kentucky, and North Carolina, and contributed to the construction of
important regional highways such as the Blue Ridge Parkway and Virginia’s Lee Highway (US
11). As a new resident of Salem, C. A. Albert involved himself in the life of the community,
participating in the activities of the local Kiwanis club and the First Methodist Church and
serving for a time as president of the Bank of Salem. But according to his daughter, "Dad’s true
love was farming,” and for many years Albert operated a farm and nursery at the present
location of Salem’s Green Hill Park. Emma Albert too became active in community affairs,
involving herself with the garden club and church. Emma was particularly interested in charity
work, and her daughter recalls the two of them driving people to the doctor or delivering
leftovers from the household hog butcherings to needy families.’

* Roanoke County Deed Book 103, p. 472; Brackety-Ack, October 11 and November 1,
1921; Katherine Burke interview; and Eisenberg, First Hundred Years, 440.

* Roanoke County Deed Book 146, p. 246; Katherine Burke interview.
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